
INSIGHT 

LIG 

\~ , 

28 HINDUISM '11 0DAY AUGUST, 1998 

P! 
Spicas In the Malting Pot 

.•. T.AJ!.E A 6MAL'- cAN ~r ~ICOT-rA 
CH.eeSE MO MIX ~I"H A PIS'TFLJ 1-1-
OF F!"ou~ ••• A~.P iWO FIN~eR-PIP 
t)F' &1Hee. lo-J11H. ONe. PINCH OF SAI-i .... • 
r:~ T LlNil L.. ~o l..t' f<. IS ~ U1'T'''(... iHE=N 
SOp...f'... INit) A S1~IN(b .. 1+11CI< OF S·O~t.1p. •• 

«Fir~t time I've driven around under 
the Influence .... under the influence 
of spiritual company that isr' 
Austral~ un~versity student Manthakumar Satgunaaln 
expressmg h'lS rare pleasure of hostin a . . gam 
occasion of a 1998 temple foundation gg~ouswnad-mb~ m Pk~rlh, on the 

rea mg ceremony 

.~ 
J 

ALL CARTOONS COURTESY MANIC'X. SQRCAR 

Manick Sorcar 
Electrical engineer of Denver, Colorado, and son of the 
late P.e. Sorcar, India's legendary magician, Manick Sorcar 
is undoubtedly a top expresser of the US Indian immigrant 
experience. His illustrations, touching the heart of cultural 
integration challenges, are compiled in two volumes-The 
Melting Pot, Indians in America, and Spices in the Melting 
Pot, both available via his website at www.manicksorcar. 
com. But Sorcar doesn't stop here. What began as an effort 
to teach his two daughters their heritage, led him to create 
an award-winning series of one-man animated videos for 
children, mixing his hand-drawn art with computer-gener
ated art and animation, along with original music, to show
case Indian culture. 
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Frank" Ernest 

Bob Thaves 
Frank & Ernest are the stars of Bob 
Thaves' innovative single-panel comic 
strip. Celebrating their 25th anniver
sary this year and read by 25 million 
people daily. Frank & Ernest are as 
comfortable offering whimsical com
ments on the creation of the universe 
as they are about taxes or software. 
Drawing since boyhood, Bob's formal 
art training consisted of studying vari
ous cartoonists and their work. As a 
boy, he could identify cartoons by dif
ferent cartoonists without being able to 
see their signatures. More than 2,000 
episodes of Frank & Ernest may be 
found at www:frankandernest.com. 

,(E.>, J: Gf~IEVE J: HAP PlfVlOIIS 
lJVf~, ANI):r ~J,./~Vf IN 
Tf'IE L.IFE AFTf/2. WHAT 
:r DON'T ifL/fvr If 
THAT THIS' i.IFE 

1$ HAPP~NING! 
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Despite the 
cost of living, 
have you 
noticed how 
it remains so 
popular? 

FRANK & ERNEST Q BOB THAVES (REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION) 

Bill Watterson 

\~u.. eXI$TE:NCS 
IS A JOJcEI.? ,. 
you CAN'T ie 

Calvin " Hobbes Bill is the creator of Calvin & 
Hobbes, an engaging chronicle 
of a six-year-old's psyche, which 
appeared in more than 2,400 
newspapers when it ceased pub
lication January 1, 1996. In an
nouncing his retirement, Bill 
said he was eager to work at a 
more thoughtful pace. with few
er artistic compromises. 

~t>:V~~ ._ >~IOUS! 
yY 

Karma Kat 
TAMAS, RAJAS AND SATIVA. 
THE PANEL TO THE RIGHT IS 

A GRAPH SHOWING THE 
BALANCE IN MY THREE 

ACCOUNTS. 

RAJAS 

It's all right 
to hold a 
conversation, 
but you should 
let go of it 
now and then. 

CALVIN AND HOBBES Q BILL WATTERSON FR.A.NK IX ERNEST © BOB THAVES 
(REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION), KARMA KAT ~BARRY GELLER 

Barry Geller 

Barry Geller, 64. is the creator of Kar
rna Kat and a devotee of Swami 
Prakashanand Saraswati. He raised a 
family of three children and became a 
graphic designer and illustrator. His 
work was published in well known 
consumer magazines including For
tune. Time. Cosmopolitan. Esqu.ire and 
others. His awards include citations of 
merit from the New York Society of il
lustrators and publication of his work 
in the Swiss graphic arts annual, 
Graphis. Barry and his wife, Nan, now 
live at Barsana Dham in Austin. Texas. 
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l M[GHT HA.UE BEEN 
A SLUG. IN MY' LAST 

liFE. TArS fS A 
STEPUP ! 

OR ••• t COUto HAIJE BEEN. A 
HUMAN •. BUT. JUDGING BY 
THE WAY' SOME HUMAN.S 

TREAT EACH OTHER. 
(WONDER ... 

WOULD THAT BE A . 
STEP UP' .. ORA 

STEP DOWN? 

Mario de Miranda 
One of India's fmest cartoonists, Mario was born at 
Daman in 1936, grew up in Goa and was educated 
at Bangalore and Mumbai. After working many 
years for The Times of India, he now freelances, 
drawing for The Economic Times and a strip for 
The Afternoon in Mumbai. He is married, has two 
sons and lives in Goa. Check out his three gatefold 
toons and the Mumbai scene on the right. 

"Thank you for calling The Yoga Studio. 1 
ore about the benefits of yoga, press" 

To learn m d hold it for 20 minutes. with your pinky toe an 

Randy Glasbergen 

Randy lives with his family in New York. He began his 
cartooning career in high school. Besides one year as a 
staff writer at Hallmark Cards in Kansas City, he has 
been a full-time freelance cartoonist since 1972. More 
than 20,000 of his cartoons and comic illustrations have 
been published around the world. More of his cartoons 
may be found at www.norwich.netl-randygltoon.html 
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~ 1998 Randy Glasbergen. 

~. 

"My Horoscope doe'~siin~Fsa:Yi~mrlnlg ha . h- about 
V1ng a eart attack today, so bring me 

a cheeseburger, fries and a milkshak " e. 

MARlO PH OTO COURTESY INDIAN COUNCIL F OR CULTURAL RELATIONS; 
RANDY PHOT O COURTESY OF RANDY GLASBERGEN 
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The Best of Laxman 

I> 
d Ie belongs to the sixth centu-

.. . this exquisitely ca~e temPI Right now the police are 
ry and has great anttque va ue. 
lookingforit ... 

"You can observe so 
much by just watching." 
Yogi Berra, baseball playar & comic 

I developed an interest in these things in America 
when I went there recently for the festival . 
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R. K. Laxman 

Laxman was born in 1924 in 
Karnataka. Graduating from 
Mysore University, he drew 
cartoons for Free Press Journal 
in Mumbai and later joined The 
Times of India, where he's been 
a staff cartoonist for 45 years. 
Often referred to as "Mr. Times 
of India," he appears daily on 
page one. He is married, has a 
son and lives in Mumbai. 

This Village must be pretty advanced-they have folk dances here for 
entertainment just as we have in the city! 

BOOX RESOURCES: PENGUIN nOOK OF INDIAN CARTOONS AND THE BEST OF LAXMAN, PENGUIN 
BOOKS INDIA, 2 10 CHlRANJIV TOWERS , 43 NEHRU PLACE, NEW DELHI 1100 19 INDIA; HOW TO 

DRAW AND SELL CARTOONS , NORTHLIGHT BOOKS , 1507 DANA AVENUE, CINCINNATI, OHIO 
45207 USA; ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CARTOONING TECHNIQUES AND BLITZ CARTOONING KIT, RUN

NING PRESS , 125 SOUTH 22ND STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19103-4399 USA 

CARICATURE COURTESY INDIAN COUNCIL FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS , CARTOONS 
COURTESY THE PENGUIN BOOK OF INDIAN CARTOONS AND THE BEST OF LAXMAN 

Port of Spain: The royal cannon of Fort George---hu,ilt by the British in 1805-now Silently overlook Trinidad's capital city 

ISLAND HERITAGE 

:Trinidad Pundit Power 
Keepers of a different kind of canon law 
maintain the faith for multitudes of Hindus 

By ANIL MAHABIR, TRINIDAD 
, Y AMBITION IS TO BE A GOOD PUN

dit like my great-grandfather, my 
grandfather and my father," 19-year

_ old Umesh Persad told me. '1 want to 
attain liberation and Self-Realization. I want 
to communicate with God. I want to be con
fident and assist my Hindu community 
whenever I can. These are different times. 
The world is no~ a global village, and there 
is a need for the pundits to keep abreast 
with what is happening." Umesh received a 
national scholarship from the Government 
of Trinidad after excelling in the Advanced 
Level Cambridge exams-straight AS in' 
math, physics and chemistry-and is now an 
engineering student at the University of the 
West Indies. Like the other 259 pundits in 
Trinidad, of which he is the youngest, he 
will pursue his religious duties of teaching, 
counseling and worship in addition to fol
lowing a secular profession. If Umesh is a 
barometer, then the pundit community 
which has guided Trinidad for 150 years is 
well prepared to enter the 21st century. 

Upon the abolition of slavery in Trinidad 

Fourth generation: Pundit Umesh Persad, 
19, a national scholarship winner, contin
ues his family tradition 

in 1838, the fre~d African slaves left the sug
ar cane estates for higher paying jobs in the 
towns. Workers were then, brought from In
dia. The very first group of 197 Hindus ar
rived in Trinidad on May 30, 1845, on the 
ship Fatal Razack after a months-long, op
pressively crowded and hazardous journey 
from India around Cape Horn, Africa. Ten 
brahmin pundits were among them, accord
.ing to Sat Maharaj, president of the Sanatan 
Dharma Maha Sabha, Trinidad's largest 
pundit organization. Ultimately 143,000 
persons, about 60 percent men, came undef 
the indentured servitude scheme. They 
originated mostly in the Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar regions of North India, with sgme 
from Calcutta and Chennai. 

About 10 percent were brahmins, even 
though, according to Dr. Kusha Harracks
ingh of the University of the West Indies, 
"Recruitment in India was designed to by
pass brahmins. The stated opinion of the 
British colonial masters was that brahmins 
were not suited for hard work." More practi
cally, the policy kept the educated brahmins 
from providing a focus for dissent, as well as 
denied spiritual guidance to the Hindus. 

Secretly, brahmins did join the five-year 
schemes of labor by concealing their caste 
identity to the recruiters. For example, those 
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